
 

 
 
 
 
November 2022 
 
 
 
 
Dear friend of Saint Olaf, 
 
 
Jesus speaks to the repentant criminal next to him on the cross and says, “Today, you will be with me 
in paradise.”  As we close out our liturgical year, we are reminded that there is something better yet 
to come.  My Mom asked me many times over the last months, “What will heaven be like?”  and 
“How much more time do I have?”  I’d always answer Mom, “I am not sure Mom, it is all in God’s 
hands.”  It is all in God’s hands.  I think of this often at Saint Olaf and I know that we will be okay 
walking together in faith.  Paradise is not far off and I know we will be amazed when we get there.  
We just need to get through what this world is experiencing. 

Downtown is beginning to come back to life.  Our regular parishioners are loyal and present, 
returning parishioners keep returning, and visitors and friends are keeping the pews warm.  Too 
often, we might listen to the viewpoint of others who speak poorly of our city and downtown.  If I 
listened to all that is said, I’d be locked up in the rectory, never daring to leave.  I find the city day 
time and evening tide very beautiful, well-lit, and safe to walk.  Sure, you need to be aware of your 
surroundings and where you are walking, but one needs to do this everywhere. 

Saint Olaf is still the faith home of so many.  When Jesus said, “Go and make disciples,” it was not 
intended as optional.  We are called to be Missionary Disciples, bringing the Good News of Jesus 
Christ with us everywhere we go, in everything we do, and in how we speak. We are called to be 
good stewards of our faith throughout our whole life.  Living Stewardship as a way of life is living to 
answer the question, “What will you do with the gifts you have been given?”  Saint Olaf uses the gifts 
we receive to enable us to keep our doors open in the heart of downtown, to serve all who come 
through our doors and to build up the faith of each individual, meeting them where they are and 
walking with them in faith.  We have hope, we live hope, we share hope. 

In this packet you received, you’ll find the Saint Olaf Annual Parish Financial Report for the Fiscal 
Year 2021-2022, as well as the Annual Stewardship Renewal material for 2023.  We are mailing them 
together this year to save on cost and to show you that we finished the year of July 1, 2021-June 30, 
2022 in a strong position.  We appreciate the generous support we have received from you, our  

 

Go, therefore and make 
disciples of all nations - 

Matthew 28: 19-20 
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parishioners, associate parishioners, and friends.  The needs we face are many, we hope that by 
growing our contribution income we can meet all the growing needs we encounter.  This is where 
you can be of most help. 

I ask that you pray about how you can pledge your support to Saint Olaf financially.  By maintaining 
or increasing your contribution, we can continue to pay our bills, grow in faith, and offer the brilliant 
and prayerful liturgies and sacramental offerings we have so generously offered in the past.  Our 
Samaritan Ministry has increased needs and we are grateful we are able to serve our brothers and 
sisters in a loving and compassionate way.  Our caring and talented staff work diligently behind the 
scenes to provide what looks like flawless ministry.  I thank the staff, volunteers, and all of you for 
the leadership, support, participation, and ministry we are able to provide, Serving as a living sign of 
Christ’s saving presence in the heart of the city. 

Join me and Saint Olaf as we heed our call to be Missionary Disciples in today’s world.  Through 
your prayers, your attendance, and through your pledge/gift to Saint Olaf and our Annual 
Stewardship Renewal for 2023, we can all look forward to the paradise that awaits. 

Peace, 

 
 
 

Fr. Kevin Kenney – Pastor 
 
 

P.S. Share your gratitude, trust, and joy to support the mission and ministries of Saint Olaf by 
returning your completed Stewardship Intention Card as soon as possible. 


